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with joy when they heard the order of the day that
announced this defection, which was the first out-
break of the feelings that were to manifest them-
selves in the whole nation. At the same time,
General York wrote to his King: "If I have made a
mistake, I am willing to be shot, and will meet my
fate with calmness and serenity, being conscious
that I have always remained a faithful subject and a
good Prussian. The time has come for Your Majesty
to escape from the disastrous demands of an ally
whose views concerning Prussia, if fortune had re-
mained faithful to him, are still wrapt in impenetrable
obscurity. These are the considerations that have
decided him. Heaven grant that they may further
the well-being of my country!"

For his part, General Macdonald wrote, January
1,1813, to Major-General Berthier: " General York
has fully justified my estimate of him: I had clearly
seen that he was our deadliest foe, but I should never
have deemed him capable of such black treachery.
I have always had the greatest consideration for his
troops, and thoroughly confided in their honor."

King Frederick "William had no part in .General
York's defection. As soon as he heard of it, he
summoned the Count of Saint Marsan, and earnestly
disavowed the general's conduct. The French Min-
ister was convinced by the King's loyal utterances,
and told him that he would disbelieve the whole
world before he would doubt the King. January 5,
1813, he wrote to the Duke of Bassano: " Last even-